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A little throwback…



Komnzo
Linguistic background

Komnzo (“komnjo”) is a Yam 
language, spoken by ~200-250 
people in Papua—New Guinea.

komnzo = `just, only, still’

The problem is based on A 
grammar of Komnzo

Yam counting ritual in the village of Rouku, 
from the archives of Christian Döhler



IOL 2026



IOL 2026

One of the 
most famous 
songs in the 
local language 
of IOL 2026 :)



Grading team :)
- Przemysław 

Podleśny

- Milena Veneva

- Aleksejs Peguševs 
(team leader)

- Aida Davletova

- Daniel Rucki

- Jan Petr



The author



Approaching the 
problem







Roots, as it turns out, 
depend on the aspect.
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Ways to distinguish aspect
Lexically Morphologically



- Komnzo, how many 
aspect markers do you 
want?

Komnzo



Person merger

2 3



Subject

not a week ago a week ago (+a)



Anatomy of a Komnzo verb

O.(I)PFV-[PFV]-ROOT.(I)PFV-[IPFV]-[a week ago]-S

Youpl were calling me a week ago. wo-bräkn-w-a-th
We held youpl a week ago. th-e-faf-a-k-e

a + e → akeäCa → eCa



Task (a)



Task (a)



Task (b)



Task (b)



Stats

● ~75 of you voted for this problem as the hardest
● 34 of you voted for this problem as the easiest

● making it the hardest and only the 4th easiest in 
the solvers’ opinion…



Stats
…with 5.94/20 on average 
it is indeed the hardest 
problem this year!



Stats



And the Best 
Solution goes to…



Tănăsescu Radu-Gheorghe

România Doină



Mulţumesc!
Eso kafar!


