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But…could this theory be 
wrong/incomplete?

Color term hierarchy
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Rossel Island!

~5000 speakers (2015) 
Language isolate

Shares î with Romanian for 
similar vowel 

/ɯ/ — /ɨ/
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The problem
Colors ~ reduplication  
of nouns denoting things of that color

kpaapî = white cockatoo

= extremely white? 

= white thing? 

kpaapîkpaapî = 

white.cockatoo-white.cockatoo 

= white
=>
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= insect

= bee = honey - insect
= sweet = honey-honey

= thing - insect

= white thing
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Reduplication forms sensory 
adjectives more broadly 

= grease-grease

= honey-honey
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!
= tree - long.thin = stick

= stone - long.thin 
- two
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Okay classifiers!
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Second chunk  
(not of iron)   

Ships are foreign/European! $%

= ship - stone - chunks

= # - " - chunks

= ship - person



Second chunk  
(not of iron)   

lîmî/k:ii = ‘like’
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=  water

=  ship - water
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Final chunk!

thing 
long

tree 
fresh/

raw 
leaf 

like

likebanana

= yellow snake

= green snake

nt:uu = (unripe) fruit 

ripe 
fruit

thing 
long
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ship language

= Yélî= English
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Yélî Dnye color terms

k:ii kîgha nt:uu k:ii 
yi kuu yââ k:ii 
mbóó nté

kpêdêkpêdê 
kpaapîkpaapî 
taataa

I. Reduplication

II. Comparison 
(‘like’)
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Yélî Dnye color terms

kpêdêkpêdê 
kpaapîkpaapî 
taataa

Not basic color terms in the B&K sense



Who graded your papers?



Who graded your papers?

Moi

Shinjini

Taehun

Boris



Your questionnaire ratings

You rated Problem 2 the…



Your questionnaire ratings

You rated Problem 2 the…

#2 hardest (33.6%) 

#5 easiest (3.3%)

Were you right?



Results
Mean: 6.07 
Median: 5.8

⏰ it!

Max: 19.3



And the best solution goes to…





) Yiling Jiang ) 
Canada Anglophone



Thank you for listening! :)


