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Not too hard, not too easy

• Average score of 8.7

• Seven 20-point solutions

• One best solution
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NO second person ANYWHERE

YES second person SOMEWHERE
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SUFFIXES



SUFFIXES: S and O combined

me you.sg him us you.pl them

I itin āw āwak

you.sg in āw inān

he ik ik ikowāw

we itinān ānān itinān ānānak

you.pl ināwāw inān āwāwak

they ikwak ikonānak
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SUFFIXES: S and O combined

me you.sg him us you.pl them

I itin āw *itināwāw āwak

you.sg in āw inān āwak

he ik ik *ikonān ikowāw

we itinān ānān itinān ānānak

you.pl ināwāw āwāw inān āwāwak

they *ikwak ikwak ikonānak *ikowāwak
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The truth is more
complicated…

• 102 verb forms

• further person distinctions

▪ 1 inclusive

▪ 3 obviative

Independent (indicative) Conjuct (as…)
Future Conditional 

(if/when...)
Independent (indicative) Conjuct (as…)

Future Conditional 

(if/when...)

1s niwīcihāw. I help him/her/it. ē-wīcihak wīcihaki niwīcihik. She/he helps me. ē-wīcihit wīcihici

2s kiwīcihāw. You help him/her/it. ē-wīcihat wīcihaci kiwīcihik. She/he helps you. ē-wīcihisk wīcihiski

3s wīcihāw. He/she/it helps him/her/it. ē-wīcihāt wīcihāci wīcihikow. She/he is helped by him/her/it. ē-wīcihikot wīcihikoci

3’s wīcihāyiwa. His/her/its _____ helps him/her/it. ē-wīcihāyit wīcihāyici wīcihikoyiwa. His/her ___ is helped by him/her/it. ē-wīcihikoyit wīcihikoyici

1p niwīcihānān. We (excl.) help him/her/it. ē-wīcihāyāhk wīcihāyāhki niwīcihikonān. She/he helps us (excl.). ē-wīcihikoyāhk wīcihikoyāhki

21 kiwīcihānaw. We (incl.) help him/her/it. ē-wīcihāyahk wīcihāyahko kiwīcihikonaw. She/he helps us (incl.). ē-wīcihikoyahk wīcihikoyahki

2p kiwīcihāwāw.  You (pl.) help him/her/it. ē-wīcihāyēk wīcihāyēko kiwīcihikowāw. She/he helps you (pl.). ē-wīcihikoyēk wīcihikoyēko

3p wīcihāwak. They help him/her/it. ē-wīcihācik wīcihātwāwi wīcihikowak. They are helped by him/her/it. ē-wīcihikocik wīcihikotwāwi

3’p wīcihāyiwa. Their ______helps him/her/it. ē-wīcihāyit wīcihāyici wīcihikoyiwa. Their ___ is helped by him/her/it. ē-wīcihikoyit wīcihikoyici

1s niwīcihāwak.  I help them. ē-wīcihakik wīcihakwāwi niwīcihikwak. They help me. ē-wīcihicik wīcihitwāwi

2s kiwīcihāwak. You help them. ē-wīcihacik wīcihatwāwi kiwīcihikwak. They help you. ē-wīcihiskik wīcihiskwāwi

3s wīcihāw. He/she/it helps them. ē-wīcihāt wīcihāci wīcihikow. S/he is helped by them. ē-wīcihikot wīcihikoci

3’s wīcihāyiwa. His/her/its ____ helps them. ē-wīcihāyit wīcihāyici wīcihikoyiwa. His/her ___ is helped. ē-wīcihikoyit wīcihikoyici

1p niwīcihānānak . We (excl.) help them. ē-wīcihāyāhkik wīcihāyāhkwāwi niwīcihikonānak. They help us (excl.). ē-wīcihikoyāhkik wīcihikoyāhkwāwi

21 kiwīcihānawak . We (incl.) help them. ē-wīcihāyahkok wīcihāyahkwāwi kiwīcihikonawak. They help us (incl.). ē-wīcihikoyahkok wīcihikoyahkwāwi

2p kiwīcihāwāwak . You (pl.) help them. ē-wīcihāyēkok wīcihāyēkwāwi kiwīcihikowāwak. They help you. ē-wīcihikoyēkok wīcihikoyēkwāwi

3p wīcihāwak. They help them. ē-wīcihācik wīcihātwāwi wīcihikowak. They are helped by them. ē-wīcihikocik wīcihikotwāwi

3’p wīcihāyiwa. Their ____helps them. ē-wīcihāyit wīcihāyici pāhpihikoyiwa. Their ___ are helped by them. ē-wīcihikoyit wīcihikoyici

2s kiwīcihin. You help me. ē-wīcihiyan wīcihiyani 1s kiwīcihitin. I help you. ē-wīcihitān wīcihitāni

2 kiwīcihinān. You help us. ē-wīcihiyāhk wīcihiyāhki 1p kiwīcihit inān. We help you. ē-wīcihitāhk wīcihitāhki

2p kiwīcihināwāw. You help me. ē-wīcihiyēk wīcihiyēko 1s kiwīcihit ināwāw. I help you. ē-wīcihitakok wīcihitako
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Direct-inverse alignment

• Arguments (who’s involved)

• Direction (who does whom)

• Hierarchy (default direction)



Direct-inverse alignment

• Arguments (who’s involved)

• Direction (who does whom)

• Hierarchy (default direction)
• In Cree: 2>1>3
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Direct-inverse languages in the world

• mostly North America (not limited to Algonquinian family)
• but also a bit in East Africa and East Asia
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Best solution

Michał Napieralski
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