(5) Nooni
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Where is it spoken?

e (Cameroon
e North-Western region
e Buidivision (mostly)
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“Week”

e Translation into some languages was difficult:

e Bangla: REIEY >  IIBR?

e Bulgarian: ceamMmLa > ocmumua?
e Hungarian:  hét > nyolc?

e Romanian: saptamana > octamana?
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More “weeks”

e Othertowns have different week days.
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Bvuwaykedjottine

e What does this one literally mean?




More “weeks”

e Othertowns have different week days.

Bvuwaykedjottine
e What does this one literally mean?

Bvuwaydine
e What about this one?
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Nooni weekdays

1. Bvutfu = Day of Tfuu (village also called Mbinon/Noni)
2. Bvunpkaa = Basket day, Day of Nkor

3. Bvuzhii = Black day, day of mercy

4. Bvukema = Week day, day of reconciliation

5. Bvunkaaden = Basket day in Din

6. Bvuzhiiden = Black day in Din

7. Bvu(n)sow = Day of Lamnso

8. Bvumbon = Day of peace



Solution

e word order:
o A-(T)-nu-B (“Ais/was B”)
m T=ci(near past)
m T =92 (near future)

o S-T-V-O-(lé)-L-D
m “tosee”=yén (0)lé [1 mark]
m afteraconsonant,lé>é [1 mark]



Solution

e tense:
immediate |[today near (<3 days) |remote (>3 days)
Past (LM) nj: be: ci n3: t3 n3:
Future (H) nu nu gé: nu boy nu yu:
e \Verbtones [2 marks]
e Remoteness [1 mark]

® Tense markers

[2 marks]




Solution

e When S=me, n-is added to tense marker and verb. [1 mark]
o nb>mb,ng>ng,nn>n [1.5 marks]
e Htone>LH tone after a tone that ends low (L/ML). [2.5 marks]

e Theoryisworth 12 marks.



Solution

Tasks are worth 8 marks:

(a) [2 marks]
16. Bvusow is the day after tomorrow.
17. Today | will see the yam.
18. On bvumbon, he saw us.

19. On bvuzhiden, we will come to the market.



Solution

(b) Bvutfu, Bvunka, Bvuzhi, Bvukema, Bvunkaden, Bvuzhiden, Bvusow, Bvumbon [1]
(c) [5 marks]

20. me nci n3: nfi diems#n bviisow.

21. ¢3n n3: coy kepkfi.

22. me nu nyu: nyow mutu bviinka:den.

23. kw:n nii gé: y6 diems#n eben.

24. diemsén bé: yen wo 1€ eben.
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Statistics

e Submitted by 195 contestants

® 7.2% said it was the hardest problem (3rd most)
e 21.5% said it was the easiest problem (3rd most)



Statistics

Average score: 7.3
(3rd hardest)
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Bvest bvést solution

®
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Aparna Ajit Gupte






