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Fourteenth International Linguistics Olympiad

Mysore (India), 25–29 July 2016
Team Contest Problem

You are provided with 114 audio files. Each file contains a recording of a Taa word,
pronounced twice. Below is the list of these words in transcription. Both audio files and
written words are in arbitrary order.
1. ǀn̥úˀúi
2. dɑ̰̀m
3. ǃqʼɑmɑ
4. ɡǁhɑ̀ɑ̃
5. ǁhɑɑ̄
6. qɑɑ́̃
7. ǃhɑɑ̄̃
8. ɡǂhɑ́ː
9. ǂxɑ́ː
10. ʘqhòõ
11. ǁɡɑɑ̂̃
12. ʘˀoò́
13. ǃxɑɑ́̃
14. tɑɑ̂
15. kxʼqɑ̄ː
16. ǃkʼɡɑ́ː
17. ǁhɑ̀ɑ̃
18. ǃqhɑ̀ː
19. ǃɡɑ̀ː
20. n̄ńɑ̀
21. ǁkʼqɑɑ̀̂
22. sɑɑ̂
23. ǂqhɑ́ː

24. ǀˀɑ̂ː
25. ɴɡɑɑ̂
26. ʘxoó̃
27. ǀxɑɑ̂̃
28. ɡ!xɑ̀n
29. ɡǀkˀqɑ̃̀ː
30. ɡǁkʼqɑɑ́̃
31. ɡʘhòõ
32. ɡǃkʼqɑ̃ː
33. ǀɑ̂ː
34. ˀǀnɑ̂ː
35. ʔmɑlɑ
36. dzɑ̀ni
37. nǃqhɑɲ̄ɑ
38. ǂhɑ̀ɑ̃ː
39. ǂɑ̀ː
40. nǂɢɑ̂ː
41. ˀǂhɑ̰ũ̂
42. ǁqɑɑ́̃
43. nʘɢò̰o
44. ɡǂkʼqɑ̀ː
45. ǀkˀqɑ̀ː
46. ɡǀhɑ̂ː

47. ǁɑɑ́́
48. ɡʘxɑńɑ
49. nǁɢɑ̀ɑ
50. tʼqɑ̀ɑ
51. khɑ̀lɑ
52. ʘkˀqoḿ
53. dt͡sʼɑɑ́̃
54. bɑ̀
55. ǁqʼũɲɑ
56. thɑɑ́
57. ʘno̰ó̃
58. tshɑĺɑ
59. xɑɑ́̃
60. ǃʼɑɑ̃́
61. ɡʘkˀqoó̃
62. hoô
63. ǃn̥ɑ̰̂ˀ ɑm
64. ǁxɑ̀ɑ
65. txɑl̂i
66. ǀqhɑ́ː
67. ʘoỗ
68. dtshxɑ̀ˀɑː
69. ǂqʼɑn̂

70. ǂˀɑɑ̄
71. ɡɑh̰ɑlē
72. dt͡sʼqɑ̀ɑ
73. ǂqɑ̂ː
74. dtshɑɑ́̃
75. dthɑ̀ɑ̃
76. dt͡sʼqɑlɑ
77. ǀhɑɑ́
78. hɑɑ̂
79. ǁn̥ɑ̂ˀ ɑm
80. dtʼqɑɑ́
81. ǃnɑhn
82. kɑɑ́
83. tsɑ̀hɑh̃
84. nǃɢɑɑ̰́
85. ʘhòõ
86. ǀɡɑ̃́ː
87. ǁʼɑ̀ɑ
88. t͡sʼɑ̃̀ɑ
89. ɡǁxɑˀɑń
90. ɡkxʼqɑ̂ː lɑ
91. ˀʘnɑje
92. dtxɑ̀ɑ

93. ʘqoú
94. ǃnɑɑ́̃
95. ǂɡɑ̀ː
96. ǀqɑ̀ɑ
97. ɡǀxɑ́ˀ ɑ̃ː
98. ɡǃhɑ̀ɑ̃
99. ǂnɑ̀ː
100. ʘqˀum
101. ǂkʼqɑũ̂
102. ǃqɑh́eh
103. ǀnɑ̄ː
104. ˀǁnɑ̀hɑ̃
105. ǂnû̃ˀũɑ̃
106. ʘɡòõ
107. ˀɑɑ́
108. ʘɑje
109. nǀɢɑ́ː
110. ǁnɑɑ́̃
111. ɡɑ̀õ
112. ʘn̥ɑ̂ˀ ɑ̃ː
113. ǃɑ̃ː
114. ǀqˀɜń

(a) (114 points) Match the audio files with the written words.

(b) (6 points) Briefly describe all of your observations on the Taa language and its tran-
scription.

!△ Taa belongs to the Tuu family. It is spoken by approx. 2,600 people in Botswana and
Namibia. —Danylo Mysak

English text: Danylo Mysak, Hugh Dobbs.
Good luck!


